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THE GAUTLAND CYCLE OP SAGAS 
II. Evidences op the Cycle 
The ancestor of the Vatsdoela race is Ketill raumr (Hauks- 
bok, prymr) 1 who is said to live on the estate er i Raumsdal 
heitir, bat er noriSarliga 2 i Noregi. He, in turn, is "the son 
of Orm skeljamoli, the son of Hrossbjorn, the son of Raum, 
the son of Jotunbjorn, from the north of Norway "... which 
agrees with the information of Landndma 3 and Orkneyin- 
gasaga.* Ketill allies himself to the Hrafnistumenn by mar- 
rying Mjoll the daughter of An bogsveigir, begetting with 
her porsteinn, as we are also told at the end of the AnssagaJ" 

1 Cf. Vigfusson, ed. p. xviii. -)- emendations, Orig. Icel. II, 276. 

' As to this use of norSarliga, cf. Munch, Kongeriget Norge i Mid- 
delalderen, p. 15 note. 

' Fornsogur, p. 185. 

* Rer. Brit. Med. Aevu Script, vol. 88, chap. 1, 

"The occurrence in Hversv, Noregr bygftiz of a similar genealogy 
suggests that this whole pedigree is an etiological Action pure and simple: 
(Fas. ii, chap. I) Raumr son N6rs konungs tok riki eftir fetSr sinn; hann 
atti Alfheima, ok sva vitt riki sem ar paer falla er far spretta upp; 
paSan fellr Logrinn austan um dal i Mjors, enn paSan Verma i Raumelfl, 
enn hon til sj6var; af Verma fellr Rauma of an eftir Raumsdal; af 
Verma fellr Eystri-Elfr um Eystri-Dali ok i Vseni, enn paSan Gautelfr 
til sjdfar. 

Excepting the bad mistake of letting the Eystri — (dais) Elfr (now, 
Glommen) flow into the Vener Lake, the geography is clear enough. 
According to it, Raum's kingdom embraces, besides Alfheimar (about 
the present Elfsborglan), the regions about the upper as well as the 
lower courses of the Gotaelf, the Glommen, and the (Gudbrandsdals) 
Lougen; or, roughly, the central portions of the Southern Scandinavian 
peninsula. Against this hold Ranisch, Gautrekssaga, p. Lxxiif. 

ibid.: Raumr Konungr atti samdrykkju um jol viS Bergfinn son 
pryms jotuns af Verma, ok gekk J>a i rekkju Bergdisar systur nans etc. 
(cf. the name prym with the reading of Hauksb6k, (1) above; and note 
that the formation in — dis runs in the race of the Gautic earls in Vts.) 

Jotunbjorn hinn gamli (one of the sons of above) var faSir Raums 
konungs, fbSur Hrossbjarnar, foSur Orms skeljamola, foSur Knattar, 
foSur peira porolfs halma ok Ketils raums. Among the descendents of 
porolf occur the names Helgi and Ingimund. 
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Now we are informed that the robber (s) rendering the 
country adjoining the Raumsdal insecure are on the way 
"that lies between Jamtland and Raumsdal." A glance at 
the map is sufficient to show how hazy were the writer's no- 
tions of Norwegian geography. A direct road from the Roms- 
dal 1 to Jemtland (some 250 kilometers as the crow flies) did 
not, and does not, exist, because of the Dovre f jail and the 
Kjolen rising between. Practically all travel proceeded by 
way of the natural depression in the Kjolen between the 
Throndhjemsf jord and Jemtland. 

Barely a page below, it is said concerning the same robber- 
infested locality, and in flat contradiction to the information 
given above, that "a great forest lies between Raumsdal and 
Upplond, over which leads the highroad." The Swedish dis- 
trict of Upplond (north of Maalaren) is, of course, out of 
question. Bearing on the Norwegian Upplond (the region 
around lake Mj0sen), the information is incorrect, no great 
forest lying on the road to the Gudbrandsdal, 2 

There are two great forest regions between Sweden and 
Norway that have functioned, both as effective frontier pro- 
tection, and as traditional haunts of outlaws — the Jemt- 
landskog West of the Throndhjemsf jord ; and the Eidskog 
between the (former) Upplond and Viken, and the inhabited 
parts to the East in Sweden. It is hard to see why that stray- 
ing member of the Gautic princely race should travel so far 
north as the Jemtlandskog, as basis for his operations, when 
the Eidskog lay so much more conveniently at hand. 3 

But how can porsteinn from Romsdal ride away, alone, 
without a fixed plan in his mind, and without much ado hit 
upon the robber's house, in such far-away and interminable 
forests as the Jemtlandskog or Eidskog — just as quickly to 
return home, when either journey would have required weeks, 
in those times ? 

1 1, e. the one specified as norSarliga i Noregi. 

'If taken literally, this forest would be the Uppdalsskog, surround- 
ing the upper reaches of the Driva. Through it lay the road from 
Throndhjem to the Gudbrandsdal. (Finnur Jonsson, Lit. hist, note II, 
477, lapses here, also!) 

'Landndma vaguely has a sk6ginum till Upplonda. 
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And why should porsteinn and his followers ride to and 
fro, on his journey to Gautland, in fulfilling the last wish of 
Jokull, when the long journey from Raumsdal norBarliga i 
Noregi could be far more expeditiously accomplished by sea ? 

The explanation lies near at hand. Whether designedly 
or no, the writer of this episode confused the Romsdal (be- 
tween Nordm0re and S^ndmo're) with the district in Upplond 
still called Romerike, 1 which indeed adjoined the Bidskog. 2 
If designedly, in order to bring the Norwegian hersir family 
more naturally in contact with the illustrious rulers of Gaut- 
land, as it had already allied itself with the greatest race in 
Halogaland. However, since we have absolutely no further in- 
formation on this point it would be foolhardy to venture even 
a hypothesis. Suffice that the descendents of Ingemund in 
the Vatsdal evidently believed themselves sprung from a 
Romsdal hersir family on the father's, from a Gautic princess 
on the mother's side. 3 

It is important to note that also in the Hrolfssaga, the 
porsteinnssaga and, for that matter, also in the Gjafarefssaga 
and the Fridpjofssaga, the scene is laid in the localities of the 
first chapters of the Vts. — with the same resulting difficulties. 

In the first chapter of Hr., king Gautrek is returning 
home (to Gautland), accompanied by his bride and a company 
of men, from the seat of porir hersi in Sogn 4 when surprised 
by his unsuccessful rival 61af, er beir nSw fram hja skogi 
nokkurum. 

In \>v., porsteinn is the son of Viking whose father orig- 
inally came from Helgeland, and of Hunvor, daughter of 

l The district traversed by the Raumelf, as the lower course of the 
Glommen anciently was called. Cf. Rygh, Norske Elvenavne, p. 186. 

2 Raumarike included the present Romerike together with Sol^r and 
Odalen. (Munch, 1. c. p. 7.) The latter districts are separated by the 
Eidskog from (the originally Gautic colony of) Vermland. 

•Vigfusson observes {Orig. I si. II, 280) that the traces of Frey 
worship in the Ingemunds battr as well as the prevalence of the Ingwi- 
element in the family names "point to the family being connected with 
Eastern rather than Western Scandinavia, with Gautland rather than 
the West coast of Norway." This amounts to proving the obvious, inter- 
marriage with the Gautic race being plainly stated. 

•Note that Sygnir and Raumsdoelir regard each other as samlendir 
menn (Vts. p. 15.) 
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Hring, fylkiskonungr i Sviaveldi. Viking settles in Upplond 
as earl under king Njorfi. After the encounter on the ice of 
the Veneren, his sons, porsteinn and porir go abroad, and por- 
steinn finally settles (much like his father) in Sogn, as earl 
and son in law of king Beli. Frid}>j6f (porsteinsson) then re- 
sumes relations between Hringarike (part of Upplond) 1 and 
Sogn. He, again, like his father (and porsteinn Ketilsson) 
prefers to return to his own possessions after the demise of 
the old king and the coming of age of his ward. 

According to the Gautrekssaga, the heros eponymos of 
the race has a child with the daughter of a refugee bonde in 
the great forest between Gautland and Upplond (i. e. the 
Eidskog). The latter land is ruled by jarl Neri (NereiSr, 
NeriSr). 2 

Enough has been adduced already to necessitate the as- 
sumption of a Gautic cycle of sagas comprising those above 
mentioned. 

For the relation of this saga to Hr. cf. my article in a forthcoming 
number of Arkiv f. n. Fil. 

This hypothesis was made already by Ranisch (xlvii), 3 in 
order to account for the contents of Hr. and the Gautreks- 
saga. "Interesse daran, einen Fiirsten aus gautischem Ge- 
schlecht zum Besieger des ganzen Nordens zu machen, (non- 
historically, of course.) konnten nur gautische Manner selbst 
haben oder islandische Familien, die ihren Stammbaum auf 
gautische Auswanderer zuruckfiihrten. " But his attempt to 
identify the names of Hr. with those in the circle of Helgi 
hinn magri, the only prominent landnamamaSr descended on 
the male side from a Gautic race, fails to convince because of 
the paucity of namesakes. 4 

If, however, we compare the names in Hr. with the circle 
of the Vatsdoelamenn the agreements will be found decidedly 

1 To be sure, in the older FritS)>j 6f ssaga Hring is king fyrir Svijij 6t5. 

2 Is there any relation between him and Njorfi, king of Upplond 
ace. to the J>orsteinssaga? 

3 Die Gautrekssaga in zwei Fassungen. Palaestra XI. 1900. 

4 What concerns R.'s reference to Hrosskell, his settlement on the 
SkagafjorS is at a considerable distance, with high mountain ranges 
between, from the EyafjortS where Helgi has his seat. Landn. 203, 14; 
Orettiss. ch. viii. 
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more striking. To be sure the latter race can boast descent 
from the fabled Gautic rulers only on the spindle side; but 
so much weight is laid on this ancestry, especially in the nam- 
ing of Jokull, (passing by Ketill I) 1 that this objection has not 
much force. 

It must be borne in mind, in any such comparison, that 
it would be vain to look for correspondences of such names as 
that of Hrolf himself, of the kings Eirik of Sweden, Hring 
of Denmark, Olaf of Scotland, Ella of England, HalfSan of 
GarSarike, Hrolf of Ireland, princess Margaret of Scotland. 
These are names historically or traditionally firmly associated 
with the respective countries. Par more significant it is to 
find lesser characters in Vts. commemorated in Hr., especially 
in similar roles or analogous positions. Among the remaining 
(ca. 25) names of the Hr. there are, to be sure, a number of 
stereotype Fas. saga names ; 2 yet it is noteworthy that precise- 
ly some of the less conspicuous ones have analogous functions 
in Vts. 

The name of Ketill (the hero's brother) was very likely 
suggested by that of Ketill raum. — porir hersi i Sogn (Hrolf 's 
maternal grandfather) bears the same name as the third son 
or Ingimund. As to porir Ingimundsson, he may owe his 
name to one porir "a very rich man" and friend of Inge- 
mund 8 (see below), porbjorg (wife of Hrolf) is the nafni 
of porbjorg Ski$ad6ttir i ViSidal (close by Waterdale), at 
whose marriage broke out the famous feud between Berg and 
Pinnbogi, on the one hand, and the Ingimundssons on the 
other. 2 — porSr (the wealthy yeoman whose daughter Hrolf 
rescues by his holmgang against the berserk) is tc be com- 
pared with one HofSa pordr (Vts. 33), a man friendly to the 
Ingimundssons who aids Uni against the evil Hrolleif who in- 
tends to dishonor Uni 's daughter, the same Hrolleif who, later, 

•Ingemund (porsteinsson), like Eirikr, son of king Hr61f (above, p. 
77) had been named eptir m6durfe8ir sinum, either because the latter was 
recently deceased, or because Ketill, his paternal grandfather, was still 
alive. Cf. G. Ctorm, Arkio f. N., Fit. 1893, p. 199. 

2 Such as Alof, IngigertS, 61af (the suitor), SigurtS, Grim, etc. 

'porir (pegjandi, jarl of Moere) is the name of the father of 
Ingemund's wife. 

4 Vts. p. 52. 
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becomes the mortal enemy of the Ingemundssons. — Asmund 
(the fosterbrother of Hr61f ) is the nafni of one Asmund men- 
tioned, in Landndma and Melabok as a friend, in Vts. as a 
slave, of Ingemund on his journey to Iceland. — Ingjald (son 
of king Hring, and close friend of Hrolf and Ketil) bears 
the name of Ingjald, bondi hraustr, neighbor and best friend 
of porsteinn Ketilsson. — He and the latter — like Hrolf and 
Ingjald — in their younger days are associated in viking 
cruises. Later on, Ingjald bondi fosters Ingemund porsteins- 
son, just as Hring fosters Hrolf. (N. B. Landndma gives the 
fosterfather the name of porir; cf. Vigfusson xx). 

Of persons of the second (resp. third) rank, 1 BarSr (one 
of the men of King Ella, (p. 116, who is, at first, opposed 
to letting the lion on Hrolf) is a namesake of a man in Vts. 
(p. 78) who helps the brothers prottolf and Folf by some 
counter magic. — As to HrossJ?jof (the oldest of Half dan's 
berserks) and especially his father Hrosskell (the honored 
friend of Hrolf 's father), we find their correspondence in 
Hrossbjorn, 2 ancestor of Ketill raum. It is likewise worthy 
of note, in connection with the Gautrekssaga, that among the 
noble Norwegians emigrating with Ingimund there is one 
Refkell (Vts. 24) or Refskegg, as Landndma and Melabok 
have it; and that one of Ingimunds bosom friends (who make 
away with themselves at the news of Ingimund 's murder) 
is called Gautr and dwells in the Gautsdal (Icel.). 

Even though one or the other of above comparisons may 
seem forced, there remain at most but four or five names 
which are not accounted for. Either, then, the author of Hr. 
had a pitifully small store of names (cf. the two Ingibjorgs, 
the two Olafs, the two Hrolf s) — in which case the agreements 
are an astonishing coincidence ; or he deliberately chose from 
the circle of the Vatsdselamenn. 

If the latter alternative be accepted, it would seem neces- 
sary to postulate at least a general acquaintance of the author 
of Hr. with the history of the ruling family of the Vatsdal. 

1 Cf. Heinzel, Beschreibung der islandischen Saga, p. 116 f. 

2 There is also one Bjorn mentioned in Vts. (p. 69). The name of 
porkell krafla's (slave-) mother, NereitSr, recalls that of the parsimon- 
ious jarl in the Gautrekssaga. 
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Evidences of this have been pointed out above, in the killing 
of Jokull, the throwing of the billet, the characters of the un- 
like brothers, the same faulty geography. There is one more 
episode in Hr. which may have been suggested by Vts. 

In the battle against king Half dan of GarSarike, (Hr. 
chap. 27,) that wing of the brothers' army ever retreats with 
bloody loss which is attacked by porir Jarnskjbld who, himself 
is steadily shifting his position in order to avoid Hrolf. Ketill 
becomes exasperated. Ferr til motz viS Hrolf konung, broSir 
sinn. Undarligt Jricki mer, segir hann, er bu raeSir eigi af 
meinvaetti pess bena 1 , er os gerir sva mikinn skaSa ok mundum 
ver fyrir longu hafa sigr haft, ef petta trollmenni heffti eigi 
oss i moti gengit. Hofum ver ok eigi fyrr fundit at en nu, 
at bu (hafir ei verit hugaSr vel, eSa eigi jafnan bar framgengit, 
sem mest raun hefir at verit, utan nu i dag ; brestr per araefti 
viS penna spellvirkja, syniz oss sva, sem hvarr forSiz annann. 
Nu meS bvi at per vilitS ei fyrirkoma pessum manni, ef sva 
skal kalla hann, \>k fai8 mer i hendr sverSi Risanaut ok vita, 
hvart mer hilar araedi viS hann, ef ek komumz i faeri. — 
Hrolf, after reproving his brother, turns to battle with in- 
creased ardor and finally succeeds in wounding porir who yet 
manages to escape. 

The somewhat disguised parallel in Vts. is as follows. 
After many a failure, the Ingimundssons at last bring porgrim 
skinnhufa and Mar to bay. 2 — Tokst siSan bardagi, ok er hann 
hafSi gengit um hriS, maelti Jokull: eigi hseli ek bitinu hans 
iEttartanga. porsteinn svarar: slik daemi eru meS oss, ok 

verSr nu varum monnum skeinisamt. Jokull mselti : 

ertu nu heillum horfinn, ^Ettartangi, eSr hvat? porsteinn 
svarar: ok sva synist mer sem J?eir standa upp, er ek hefir 
hbggit, eSr sjai J?er nokkut porgrim? peir kvoSust eigi hann 
sja. porsteinn ba5 Jokull pk vikja fra orrostunni ok vita 

hvart ]?eir ssei hann eigi, . The brothers discover and 

dislodge the sorcerer, thus undoing the charm, he flees pre- 
cipitately, and Jokull hews off his buttocks. 

1 Note that Ketill only insinuates that pfirir is a sorcerer. Most of 
the sagas being written by clerics, magic was counted as an evil in- 
fluence, prejudicing one against the one exercising it. 

' Vts. p. 48. 
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In both eases, magic interferes, or seems to interfere, with 
the usual effectiveness of a famous sword. The brothers take 
counsel and the enemy is put to flight and wounded. 

Finally, another significant parallel, When porsteinn 
(Ketilsson) dies full of days he says: Uni ek bvi bezt vie* sen 
mina at ek hefr verit eingi agangsmaSr vi8 menn, er ok likast 
at me$ J?eim slitni aefi min, bviat ek kennir nu s6ttar. Then 
we are told that Ingimund promises to walk in his father's 
footsteps. He inherits all family possessions. — With this, 
compare the final words about king Hrolf : VinguSuz af bvi 
vi8 hann margir, at beir vamtu ser bar af friSar ok frelsis ok 

g68vilja af Hr61fi konungi, heldr en agangs et5a ofriSar, 

VarS Hrolfr konungr gamall ma$r ok drap hann sott til 
bana. T6k Eirikr, son hans, konungdom eptir hann metS ollu 
bvi riM, er att hafSi faSir hans. Var8 Eirikr gamall maSr 
ok inn vaskasti ok frsegasti konungr ok at morgu likr Hr61fi 
konungi, feSr sinum. 

To expect more numerous agreements* is, from the nature 
of the case, not justifiable. The historical part of Vts. is, in 
the main, a rather lean and straightforward narrative from 
with few interesting episodes are to be culled for furbishing 
up a Fornaldarsaga. 

There exists a difference of opinion concerning the age of 
Vts. Mogk assigns it to the beginning of the 13th century. As 
to the chronology of the Fas., Hr. and bv. in particular — 
least said soonest mended ! The oldest membrane of Hr. dates 
from ca. 1300. The fact that }>v. has come down to us only in 
versions of the 15th cent, by no means precludes an earlier 
existence, possibly in a shorter form. Such a one may well 
have existed before 1300. Nothing in this view contradicts 
the generally accepted date for the older FriS}>j6fssaga (1270- 
1400) held by Falk (Arkiv 1890, 60f.) to be the presupposi- 
tion of J?v. 

1 Vts., F., p. 21. 

' Hr., D., p. 77. 

*Was the curious and somewhat puzzling episode in Hr. entitled 
Drip Kerlingar suggested by the killing of the witch Ljdt, Hrolleifs 
mother? Vts. p. 43. 
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Mogk x conjectures with much plausibility that the author 
of Vts. was a clerk of the cloister pingeyrar, situated in the im- 
mediate vicinity of the Vatsdal. The thought suggests it- 
self that some of his later brethren undertook still further to 
embellish and glorify the antecedents of the ruling race of the 
locality, one by writing down old legends concerning the 
lords of Gautland; another by freely composing the Hrolfs- 



A counterblast was then sounded from the opposite shore 
of the broad Hunafloi where the descendents of Finnbogi 
hinn rammi (banished to the TrSkyllisvig) with a like local 
patriotism attempted something of the same kind in the Finn- 
bogasaga, in order to rehabilitate their ancestor's fame. 

1 Gdr. '759. 

Madison, Wis. Lee M. Hollander. 



